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ALI, TTTL \!ORI,D S ASTAGE:
TTIE FJII'EC'IS OF TREA'I'Y SICNINCS AND FOREIGN'III{VEI- ON PRESIDENTIAI-

APPROVAI,

rhe Ettects ol ,eaty Sisninss 
'nd 

Faftbn harct an Ptesidental /gproval

WilliamD. Bak$
Ark{nss Schml ror Matheoatics and scicnces

ABSTRAC

Mosr sfudi.s ol rhe 'nlly a,odnd t]re llag" cficct have Lend.d b icus o. lnc salicnce ol nrremalonal

miharycnse\ orus.s ol aorce oi tr.sidcnrial popularitl. lhile relatilclv ]nlle al'e'tion has been accorded

o $c lmD.d ol Don milirary. non .rhis rall] evens on an incunbcnfs public approval ndng ln rhls

Esedch. ihc inflrencerolccnain non asgfcssivediplodrari. clenh fedr! signings and foreien lavcl_ on

De-.r..rlli,.r or .l r\ "rr'..1 Ir' r. rd ';e_F.i grir
'Tr .1i"'l tr=.r"r rg, rr'r 'g.r.r"'lJ 

(lr. rF I p' l .ro\' I'nts r-i'
subcategone! ol t.ary sianings agrccments c.nclLdlng *ar\, ftaries lrilh lne Sovicr Un'on, secufllv

"omr 'enr r,lor'.!,; .,' '", ,.ld, en.,r d.p' J ' llor" 'r' (lo r'l re ro' l"l
" .,.i . r- b . ;, l i i' " ' ,r ' i""rrr'1 rr 'T.l Fr'r'oD_rr'lrl"LU rr'l ( ll
insienificanl ellics.n$c public apProv ofthe Pr.sidcnl

In_TRODUC I roN

The oldcctr oi the "rully.ifcd'has lo.g bce. recogDizcd in $e acld.nic InerxtuE on PAidcnrar
ooorJnr, lr.. l'.r 'odu l.'1 / r'. l.fe l d N r.ll o_3 L' a :

v.k,; '8.v'(1. oO:r- O!r,rl\' :\e.n' 'J 'o'o 
q

l93l) As dcfined by Muellcr, the 'all] 
efc.r Polulales riat in lihes .t nraior tntemat'ondl cv'nh or

cnses dE Amc .an public laqcly sels asidr anl dislgre.m.n6 lhrl rl nrighr hav. virh de in'urbenr
tlesid.nfs doin.nic poli.ics or F€rfomrn.c in office i'r ordd to supfoi lnc.hiefexecutive drd ptcsenr a

unned ftor{r. $c inrenarntrdl .ommu.,r} Th.Ptesidenfs a!$orilv lo ptuj..r rcnation s mhafvnnehr
in pu^un oi jnnrcdlon ofst lcgic, eco.onri., or other geop.liri.al inle'ens.nhih ral nsks nor onl! to

Anencrn 1i;6 and Esoun.s, but .lso ro fresidenrirl l)opulantl presigc, and electddl ionunes

Presidenld adninistrarion! md dom.slic poli.y agendas nat rkc or fall brsdd on sNh calculalo's, and

rer lhe conditions $roundrng drd influe.cing such decisions rrnain p@'l] undc^rood bv both tolllar
pundi6 drd s.holas of nollri.al s.ie.ce and intcnarional r€lations

Most studr.s ol re rally eite.r, hovever. hrvc tended b a(us on fie salLen.c ol inremational milrury

cnses .f dscs of ro'ce o; flcsidcnrial Potulairy. wh,le r.ldivclv llltle ateDrion has been accordrd ro rhe

inrpacrolnon nilira'y, non crnnrallyeve.sonm incunb.mstubllc appoval hting Asan
oneDsibl, percc loving nalio., ir is tonbling thl so nany Pr€sidcnb have beeniudecd dd asessed o' lhc

basis or il;n nrihary and *o Inaking prc*.ss Ronald Rergd\ a8gressne t.ndr tora rhe s'vr'r
Union and Libyr onl! seRed ro boktcr his public nnage as a conidcnt and resolur' lcader, in narked

c.nr6r Io lna! ol his prede.e$.r. Dnnng lhe 1988 presidenlirl .ampaig. Ceorgc Bsh athpred
rcNaledly ro countr his'\ mp' imagc through re0:arcd refet..cs to his reco as ! Wdld Wat II fiahter

piior, bnr wrs orly rbl. ro srccesllnll! dispel lhe\e Pcf.cpiions rhrolgh slctsful nilrrv 
'ontrcnhtrons*L$ Panaina and lraq. This appaftm cnrphxsis or thc nrilna.v.rrut of$e olice oflhc Prcsjdenl rs

rroubliDg. As a har€;olpublic policy iD rhe lurbuleDr l)ost-Cold war en. n *ould be codoning to lind

rha! rh.ilc.rorar. app'ove. mon orrtvdcns when dey sc.k ro deruse inonarionaltensio's shcn thev

NEUe tureieD Flicy $rough p.acctul, d,plomari. nreartre\ rddrcr $an enplov 
'rilitarl 

means lo Esolvc

23



li ric .onventionrl wisdon is rhrl thc Amci.an Nb1i. sill rally bchind the conrnrandeFi. chiel duntrg
efisod.s ofintemationrl.oillicr rtul krsi.tr. di.n.ne mighr rssumc drat srmc pnbli. sbould be ar leN
equdly \utt.rriv..l thc chler erecurve in response to noE pornive. n.n.rkis mllt cvcns-Nhen
:ources of inrefrdion, rension arc rcsolvcd, shcn sDFrpow.r nmirs are held. \yhen |re&e !.rli.s aDd

amN agreenrenls are droun.cd. Dd lvhcn l)|csid.ns talcL abrcad, unless of cou^e s,cl resPon!.s aI.
perc.ivcd as scalineses As \'lacKu.. (1931) Dole!. !,ch specilic innarc.s as Richard Ni\onr lifteen
poinr r]rse,i rupuldir, loll.{iir8 drc victnanr pea.c agFe.rent in 19ll lirnher(e.rcdLd hn imtgc as an

a..omplrshed rnd co.rf.r.Dr di0L.nar, whil. Jinxny Cancfs trelve point rallr lollo*rtrs $e
announc.mcnt of rc Cxmp Dav Accor& in l9l3 nrrlcd oie oi the les n.hblc succc$cs of finr

ArguablJ. Ain.ri.ms wil feel r surs. ol pnde x.d adhirariod l(tr th.! l.adcrs on such narcll nnd

ceremonial dc$nrns rs tcxr! signings and ixte visib. and cannor belp bul pul aiid. tlnrd ditlcur.s
qhen rbe! see rhcrchi.i.\..urir..onli|]nre sirh odrcrheads ofnalea.d enaclins sueeInrs d.'nxli.Dxl
.hturecs qith rhe rrore ol r ptn nr dics. mo{ Orsidcntial .lscnings. or riese dcisio.s, Presidenrs ae
srcn a! ahl. b frcs.nt $cnNelles l. lben ben lighl. as abolc a.d beJond th. ulID oil]oLnics md inncad
$ sr{relDeD aDd,.roson $c slnge othnrorr-.

lilighrofdicsubnanialr.serrcho.!herrllyd..1lhr(hNltuus.dondrcELatlonshipberreenlheuseol
.iilnrry for.c nnd pr.sldenlral poNuit!. d \nnilar $s.\sntnr ol non aegFssive dlplomrnc events
$'nnirs. pe&. agr.m.nG. ants conlrol rnlror re{luctron rsreenienls. tr.sidcnial lorcign ta\cl, ct....
nighi olTer valuahl. nNighr i . rh. broader erphnaroD value ol the ,nlly .ali.l as a ftdi.ror ol
presidenrial potuLrny. as *cL as an lnlicatio. of the porenlial Plid.al aDd .lc.roral iintlicarions lor
foreie. policy ,d lhc p.n Cold Wd cn lh. analtses lhal folltnv *,li crx.rirc ls. la.c[ of such
diplonraticelents.rheimlrarls.ltarysigoinesand rc.ffccb olloreie.lralel on Fcsid.nlrl Pol]ulafiy.

Tlr. dulnors .l $c l./.rdliJt ldl." iolrd thd -dll g.vcnn.ns rcn on opinion (Madison l?33, 152).

and Nbli. otinnrn l[Lllog has be.n r staidard lcaturc.llh. ADcrican l)oLnica Landscape ror nrore rhan

l,vs d..adcs. sifi on. of the non hequs ly t.\.d qucnions b.ing $c Callup Organi/rri(D!'do you

! rtuvc ordisatpbve orrhe vry l.dn€.r ntumb.Do rs hxndline his iob as I'residenrl This collectivc
da!a, coiiitilcd acirs.lcven presid..lial addrnrillfutio.s. I.trtscnh dr nruluable resource lnr rhe nudy ol
hoe and rht ftrbll. approval ol rhc P'.sidcnr.hanlcs ovtf rinc and qhar e\lenal \iinlli nLght bg

cofelar.d si$ dr.scchxng.s in populrrit!

The inpdrh.c .l public xpprovr! and lutporl rJ trcrdcmial $r.c.s ls also \ell dcunEnkd Bo(h

Abmnson, Aldrch, drd Rohde {1937) a.d Fioni! (193 L) n.r.lrar voring behavio n presidenull ttd
congressional elerirn is inlfu.nc.d b! the populanr) ol thc Whir. HoLsc in.umbe.l, *hile Mrm a.d
Ostron 11939) J..uNtrarc $at rhe fte!{lenfs tuhlL. rtrtfoval rriols P a! a role in rbe dishbudJn ol
.ongressio.xl scx(. Ptr*idcorixl populan!' has also hcsn link.d b Otsid.nrial rrccess in congres$onrl
bll crll vore! 1Ed*rils l9t0). rhe s'..ers ol p.esidedtirl Ir.l,c! iriirintivcs lRivers and Rose l98j), rid
.on8ressi!.J,.a.rionsrolesidenlialvelfti(R.hdcdidSinn) 1935).

Popnla' Presidenrr hrv. morc lcv.raee in peEuading orher ruliti.iLa.ds b adoPt adminislrdhoi |rlilririer
and poli.ies as den o*r (Nctrsadt l9ail) rnd are nrore lLk.ly (. tJr.scnt bold .nd inrbriotr legislari!e

|rackaecs to Congresr (LiBh1 1982) Althoueb nol bi.dina. Crerti(L9liol has obs.ned Ihd tplreridential
rpproval miDgs have c'eiled a ps.ud. Frliamcntary slluxtion. $herebr lh.Pr.sidcnrlaccsnnronlhli' vote

ol.onidcncc lroF lhe tohlcl..lod. .$is tore ofconndence,\ at.{td bt bori pollicians di polirlcrl
aialyns as an indicarorofthe Presid.nr\ p.li cal.louranl. therelore,.l h( abiliryroSorcm.lfecivelr "

{Crespi 1930, .12). Qrnc simply. public rtffoval is fic coln oa the realn in nbd.m ADrcrrcnn poLrncs:

Presiden(.nj.r-ing sLbnantirlfoFulfir) dd fubli. suppo(have mor€.tdds dld rcsorrccs available ro

Ihe Ett*ts ot heaty Sisnihss aa.i Fareign Itarct an Presttentiat Aplavat 21



then md fcwcr con.cms about congressional reslnan.c b rhcirpoli.ies. while unpopular Preldcms may

be mo'e vulnenble to congressi.nrl r.alcitrmce and inlen,galiotrs

Prcsidcntial popnlanry is not a conslail, bowev.r. drd cvcry ttesldenl in lhe era ol nodc'n Nbli. opinion
polling has !.cn his attroval ndngs $ar rod $!ne. qnctin.: .onsidembly. ror reNn\ Oar rre oft.
unclear. \Iam, Onrom, md simon (1990) note lhar der. m dnc basic. $ough not huluallr" exclulve.
s.hools oi$ought as to *har lypes ofdynami.s influenc. presidentillpolulrriry oDc :chool ol thonght

begins $id drc obscNarion $at, iornrost incunbeDts. publi. apPrcval _nroves inelucl$lydo*n$ardtronl
the ftndlynrofi.. (Ma.Kucn l983,1l3). Adv{aresol$is c:st ctivc(Cnnin l980iNhcKuen l93r;
Mueller l9?0i l9?3: Stimson lt76) mainbin rhat pFsidenli.l rtpproul is.haracrcfizcd by a gmdual and
yeady crosi.n ovcr d. cou^e of a presdenlirl |emr. drd $ar rhile evenh Md de!€lofln.nrs ma!
tenlporanly delay or ercn rvcrc dris decline over lhe !ho1r.m, it cdnor be foreslillerl imlelinilely.

A s...nd school ol fiou8hr emphasi4s Lhe donc$i. md intmaronrl coolels in whi.h drc Prcsid.nr
op.rarcs dd ro which pres enlial popularny I.sponds. AccordinS lo rhis ltprodch. Prcldcns ate

conlinuall, aisened brscd.n ricn abi|nies lo salisly de.\r^_.tarions mddesnes orthe elecroble. tubli.
aNroval rises od ralls in resp.nie r. su.h $nnuli as the nles or uncmpl.frcnr dd iniation, levels or
i drarional tension. baltle deaths duing Nriods ol war. .n{t lhe succes of dic Prcsidcnfs legislalive
agenda (Hibbs 1932: Kcmcll l9?3i MacKuen 1931. Otuom md Sinron 1935).

The thnd school oi dNughr r..cps lhis relalionship berween tubli. apl)Ioval and envnonnenhl linuli.
bur emphasiTes ,.$ead the iynboli. mtur of lhe p'esdenc] rnd ft. lorcndal iot anelionling de
ncgative inrpa.r of evenls in de don.{ic drd irncmarional arenas droueh Plnical dmna and efteclile
public rclations $raresies. Faced wil]l lnc iDcviublc loss or such d lninoiiam Nhi.al asser' rtsidenh
mighr b. cxpecred lo do lvbrrever n in ln.n power ln altenplins to IniDimizc of c!.n teverse rhis

!ee.rinel, ircxomblc dc.liir. in public rpproval (Bra.c drd llin.klet l99l; Bro!J- and Pdgc 1975i HaiSht

and Brod! i977r Kcm.ll l986ilie 1977. \eustadt l96OiRaesdale 193,1; 193?) Kencll (l9lJ6) drd Lhce
and Hnrkty (1993) cvcn tosh $c developmenr or a tublic rlalions presidenct in d'e lon*d .m nr
shich irlunbcn8 nratgi.allyorrea.ri\ely rcr nr delibcm. {nys loachleLehei:hrenedtoFlariry in drc

pollsand $ eldcli.nJ'(Braccud llinctlel1991,332 384). A.llnics $ch as tlevised addre$cs.6dgn
and donrenic hvel. press c.nlo.nc.s. and Rose Cadei sigDings xr. all dcsigned lo preseil ! coherenr
messag€or1h.nrb lnc clccroktc. .ll wirh an eye ro*dId Draxiinizin8 and mainlaining public rmroval

Tne e.hdced visibilir) ot llbli. Elations erpens aid rpiD dirtlrJ in fie Reaern. Bush aM Cli on

a{lnin(tdri.rs ar tnimony ro the increasnr8 nnFnd.c ol $is 
'ole 

in $e d(lcn Prdsidcn.t Thc

sawy !fring ol _gonrg publi. dnough presidenral sFe.hcs (Edwards 193:l: Kemell 1936; Lnwi 1935).

pres conreEnces (lainners l98l). m.dia 
'elalions 

(Cosnn dd Kumar l93li Kemell 1934: Ragsdde

193.1: Simo. dd Onfom 1989). foreign travel (LuJnm.Is 1982i Datc! and Ri.hhd 1933: SLnron drd
Oyron 193!: Enckson 1998). drd o$cr presidenlially r.l.vdr cv.nG nray, lor a line, foreltall thd

inexorable dechne id toluhrnt $xr sccors ro (cur naturxlly .!d th. corrse ol a tem. Foreign .id
nrilita'l initirrnc! dcsign.d ro bolstr publlc rppruval rariDgs sould ob!iouslt be included ,n dris tiDal

cateSory ands,ll hc conndcrcd ir tbc nextsecxon.

,{, TreatJ Sia.i.gs

vi-!hr rcr. be aconsistenr md neasutubl. rall! clfc.r on presnhnialpopulrir) iI I.iFnsctomaiotnon-
aegresile diplomaric evenrs. specii.allt Iic sienine olhiSh protile inr.marnrnal ftan.s aod agreeme.s
involving $e Unnen Sratsl In o'der t, addtss drk proposition. changes in rd.verall aplmvalmlngs
nn rhr Truman riDugh fie Bush preside.cies *.Ic nrcasuFd follovine trear, and agreem.m signings drat

nNcl Mucll.fs nll! cnlena In &ldihon, dua wcrc gadcred as to the tlpes olrrellies md agrc.nrcn* mo*
likell ro afticr pfcsid.ntixl populanq (i.e., .u.l.ar $capons agEeme.h, lra{le aseeneds. Ft.c

rhe Ettets ot hea, sisning. a.d Farciqn havet an Ptestdehtiat Apprcvat 25



agreem.r6. sc.unty agreenrenrs. el..): lrhelher rhe rE{rie! n quenion w.r. mulrilttnl or bilatml in
natLtre; sherher $c Nhli. a$cscs tcati.s inlolli.g $. Unned Shtes and lbe Soviet UnioD ditLremly
than non surcoo*.r agmm.nGi $. rolc ol nredia covemee, x.d: \helber it frakes a diliettr.. it rhc
tlcsid.nr hioselfsigns a panicuur agreen.Dl d hrs d.drf adniinhllion oficialdo de honos.

1. lhla and Codi.g

Trea(y dd agncmcnr slCnings .len'll nree( Muellers rrlly rirerin: thar an evenr mur b. nncmarional r
nanrc- nrusr invoLv. lbc Unir.d Statcs od th. PFsidenl dnectll. and nnrn be spec,lic, dranllic, atrd

sharplt ftrusel. The rese{rch desig drdr Lll.rv: {lra$s hcrril! tuom rc.nr dralyscs ol $e rallt errect
(lviacKu.. l983iLian and On.al 1993i O.erl r.d B,)-rn 1995) so lh.t d,recrcot'paralD3 nighr $.n l.
po$ible in d.renDiDiDe s[ar r)_lxs oip.esidentixladivilies affect preside.rial popularily.

A rumbd ol sour.s. in.tudine the,lc\ vr, & Ii,,ci /,1.r. *ere corsukcd in ord.r b.omtilc a lhting ol
niatd lurics drd a8reemenh signed betveed l{.u!ry 19.19 lnd JMUd} 1991. To nairo* rhc scarch and

en$tre srlie.ce. onlj rhos. .vcns dar $.r. Fponed on the front pa-s. of rhe N.n vd.d lircs *er.
nr.ludcd. In addnron, Ihe tulloRnrg idlo nari.n ahour rarh cvc.r sas nor.d rc cvcnfs pla.ement o. rhe

ftunr !ag. ol the Times (hearllrne or else*heh on paec on.): d. mlhilxtcral .r bilat.ral natue ol lhe
rEaly: rh. ndur. ol d. tcarr_ or agreenrent ihelf (nms conlrol. securily, cooFrarion, trlde, or lrca..
aer.enenr): add *helher or D.r lr. !cary iirvohcd thc Sovict Unio. or the Rus!an Republic. Based o.
6.se nethods, a E6onably.oJno.h.nsivc hriire oaall ol thc maiot l.temalional aereenrents ro Lrh,.h the

Unir.d SErcs was a sisnrlorydundg dris l^_iirl *xs..nDil.d. Whilc$.posibilircannorbediscounled
tha( som cascs mieht hale been in vene.dy exclud.d. drsr should nor silnilicantlt affcd the re ls

Rallies [,r each ol ].sc f.r1] oinc cvens (I{AI-]-Y) \.F.rlcuhled by lubtdcririg rhc m.umb.nr
ftesiderfs xpt,.!"1 r ig ln $c GallLrp poll immeliatel) lollolving rhe €ldnr tlon l])c rtlrl.val mriD! in
lhc poll inrtuedilrel, F..cding dc cvcnr. Ihc menn mllv effect and slandrrd deviarLon\ !et. rh.n
caLcuhred for Lhe ed!h nudy |crl.d, $cD ior en.h indlvidual presidenrirl admnrislrxron. To a*css i.
impach ot mulliple vs sirglc hdy signinSs bcrven polh, lhe nrean nanda devirliitrs wer. th.n
cal.riar.d sepa'alely to' rbese ca\es

2.

'lte 
'esrltsorlhese 

cal.ularids ar. Otscnrcd in Tible l. Overlheenlne lon, li)ur ycar Inrod, thc m.a.
rallycfL.r lolloring rlllrlry dd aer.cDr.m signnrgs has bccn n.gligible, just over one l)etue.hgc p.ntr
Hou.lcr, iD $ose inslrnces nr ghich m.'c drao onc agr.cm.nr $as sianed belwee. Nlls rhe fully etle.t
,vcraScd $ree and a hnll Fr.dDrae. tonns, slegcii.e eithe' rhal lhe general publi.6 nntr.ssod b,
nrulri!1. trcaty signinSs or thrr nulrLple t.ary signnies rcsuh ln gr.arer rnedia covelge aid he.ce gr€arer

lalrcn.c. By.ornpanson. muhiple u\e! ol lot. bctwc.n polls ticlded 'allles 
ol o.e p€rcenl on avefu8e

shilc sirglc uses belweed toll\ rcsuLr.d in d..lincs in pub i. approval or 0 16 
".: 

, t(\ ndr.ar.d n.
signiJictur dialerence i.6c Jn.rDi (, valuc - | 42, p<r l6l)

R{llv Eftccts lou.sin! MaiorTratl Sisnine\ d lntcr.rltonal Aqrcenrenls,1949-1992

Tr.u! Chrraclc.isli.s \r.a. N sla.dard trlin. NIax
Rallr_ Drrirlior
Efiecr

Au T.e.ti Signi.as l.l8 .19 5.19 12 14

Singlc Sig.ing B€tven Polls 0.50 j3 5.i9 12 4

lUultiDle Silnin! Bct{en Polls 154 lL 2.llJ I t

IheE ecat heaty s)s.rngs .n t Fatei9n Ttaret.n Ptesiierratapptaval 26



Invofving USSWRussian l.3l l3 '1lr '6 1

sicned b! hcsi.le 0.39 23 a 41 12 7

Co.cludinswa. 36? 3 473 5 14

Arns Ag.ement 0.60 l5 4 411 1 1

S*u.ity AgNn€nts 1.4:l 7 562 5 18

P€ac€ Agreenents 4.7 I 'l 6 45 1 \4
0.06 t1 5.31 -12 1

when erannDd by adminislnlion Gieur l), Ceorse Bush apFars to have berenrcd lhc nro$ fron rear,
sienings, *,d a ncdr sulee of alnost $rc and a hair poinb folLowins such evens, whilc the Trunln
Eisenliowcr, Johnson, drd Nixon adfrinisrarions all e{penenc.d Jnaller. }et srgniticdt mllies. B}
conpanson, rnc !ord. Cader, and RcaSan ptsideDcics all expenenced dcclincs in Public approval on

aleRse, suggc$ing $at rrear' signiDgs tended b redound ro the dnrdvdrugc of lhese Presiden$ Lirtlc

fositive or negdrive efi.cr k noted tur the Kcnnedy Adninislarion lnle'esr,nglr. nrc caner md NIon
ahistics rcnec t di spropoiiona rc lr laree slandard dcviations- indicatinC lhe exteme vanarioN inFpulanq
rhdrchamcrcrized both presidencics.

Rallics in Resm.* to Trdlv silninss

a
E

a
a

Nexl. additioml rcs6 weE conducted to ascenain qhelher or nor the personal signature of the President,

rhe involvenenl oflhc soliet Union, oi drc nature of the tieaty in question had d imlot on tie rallv elGcr

in qucsrioni rhese s{arisrics de aho presenr€d iD Table L As indicated, lhe ,nvolv.nem of lhe Soviet

uni;n resulted in rned rallies orjusr ovef one percentage Fint, while the Bllv por.ntial of a peGonal

signaruE by lhe Presidem app.aA nealigible Anrsagreenenrslicldcd m average rdll! ofjur one'halfof
a perccnraSe poinr dd securny aSreeme.ts boost d rhe incunbenfs popularitv an averase ora poinr sd a

hall while p€ace aeieemcnh vere the non efleive insligaron ofnllies, resulrlng n' dr alcnge increase

in public afprolal or Bore thdr lour and r hallpoins: lhe inrpact of ha cs of coope(tion appeats to hale
a ne8ligible irnpacr on presidenrial t.pDlanty.

brB, €r
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!inallr, .nd not sur!risiDgl!. !ratics Fsulting in lhe cessalion ol ft,lill,i. ho!ilnic\ bcrw..n Inc United
Srar.s and anorher power J_ield rhc grarci rallies. nro'e lban eight md a hallponls on avenee. rlrhough
$. ienin.e.c oithis find,.s is renrp.r.d b! d.la.r drat onl! drt. srch teaiies are presenl ano.s our
cases: lhe Pdnnunj.m A.nistice, the Vietnafr war peale.g,eenienl,,nd fic Gull war cease.fire

The reruhs ol drcsc linrned xnilyses indicxre lhar s.all, lrmtcd rallr.s rclarcd ro !ot! dd agreenenr
si8.,ngs r'€ mon lik.ly to m.Ltr when the a-lreedeir nrvolves lbe Sov'er UDion tud wh.n $c aer.cnrent
r.Lxrcs ro scctrnry aransemenl! or Fa.. irnia6.s. .r.oncludcs a $ar in which lhe Uni.ed Shre! is a

panicipaDl Tl.sc maltscs suglest lhd lhile mrenarioful agrcamenri iD ecncial havc litdc effecr on lhe
Presidenrs public lll)r.val nlngs. cenain suk.teeones ol trcalJ' sgnnrgs agreem.nc.oncludre qas.
rcati.s wirh rhe Sovie! Lhi, . r..un, agr..nrcnrs. and pcac. aSreenrents mry,ndeed betretir di.

B, Foreign Tnr.l

Forign mvcl on rhe pan ol dr Prcsid.nr ah. nras MucLlcrs rnlly crnena and repre\edls rn iDcr.asiDglt
,frporuDl sour. of political the.ter and dtunid for dr. mdlcm paidcnc!. Such visirs m{v !en_e

slmbolicillt ro oreald among $. ciriz.n,i- rhe er thar agendas ard e\ig.D.ics art bcnre addresed,
consduted allnonry cx.r.ncd. ard nranets of $ate rtlen{led ro (E ickso. 1993, l4l). lJceinning qith
l]rcodor Roosevelts visn to ob\erv. drc.on!tuciion ofthe PanamaC.n in 1906, ev.ryltrAidcntoflhc
r*cnrird c.ntur! has nrade rl lear one I.dgn vnir during his adnrinistralion. with recenr ocruPd( ollhc
Oval offi.c raleling several rirne! lir ycaf. su.h vnns hnve nnged ln inrpor|nncc, tion $c high rak.s
ditlona.y accomputing woqlro{ wils..\ s.joum ro Frao.. ro hclp cni rhe versaille\ ndry dnd

Har, Trunrant atcndance al the PorsdlJn ConliI.r.c iD ric wnning dats of world War lI r! nbrd
slmbolicviiirssu.hasNixonlsurpnsevisi!tolhdP.4LctRctrbli..lChinainl9T2.

In orde' lo !$e$ dr. cfic.6 ol foFign tnrel or peld.Drill Ftulafirr", a.omPtehenslve lirling ol liJreigtr

presidential ralel wds .hrain.d irom the D€panne.! ol Sur.! Bu'.ru oi Public AifalE (Office ol lhe
rlistonm 199). Becruse Callut Poll pFsidential approral dxra dF .nly alailablc ho.r $e late l9l0s
onqard. onlt pesiderlial lavcl lronr 1933 through 1997 *as c.nsidctd, bceinning with FrMtlin
Roosevell s visil lo Pmna in Aueun l9:13, an{l concludnrg wilh Bill Clidon s risii to Bosnia ln December

lloweler. rhe Gallut ofgdrization s.reasrcments oi t,csid.nlal Npuh r qere sporad( dunng lhe

Roos.vch and Truma. adnnristarions. Dunng lhe Roo\€lelr irr.sidcn.!, GaLLLip .sked onl! fotr'

tresidenrial rpptuval qu.sl.ns in l9,l:l and none nr 19.14, I)c raps our ol concem rhrl a.! elidence ol
publi. dissarisraclio. wrd dr. chicfcxccnive miebl hi.der drd war cfl.rri in facr, the poll or Decehber
19.13 is dr. Lasr ol the Roos€v.lr Frcsid.ncy. Funhemore. a! lrte a\ rhc 1970s ric presidenlial approvrl
qu.nion Fas om,u.d io.] rur-cys in rhe monds F..cding nt:idcntial cleclions. ptrhap! 1! lvord
inilNn.ina the electo'rl .ulc.ni.. lo order to enlne rhrt i! rlllL.i astuiatcd Ni$ presidential trlvel
*cr. oot.ontanrinared or nriu.n..d b! orher conten|rorrr.us .\.n(, .xscs in whlch lhe releranl public
amrolalr.tings *rre iii.asurd orore $an sil weeks lri.r nr orfoll.*ni! th.loreign travel *ere ldtided
Rcliable public rpp(vrl tlgurs arc $etcfore a!.,I!ble tur o.ly 1.16 ol lnc 16l lnstxnces ol fr&,gn rB\e!

A rumb$ ol otier .bancre.lics lsuiarcd \ri$ rhe foe,gn riv€l iI qucsion w.r .onsidered as weli.

Civen lhe Cold War rililry bel*een dD UDi(cd Srates and the Sovier Union drar $as drc frcdonnnor
rhene,n Am.i.d loreign pohcy Jor nNr ol $c periol under co.sidefuuon, n n likcl! rhar rhe Amen.an
pnblic *ould to!.r fivorably to !isirs ro c.mrnunisr coundes. a.d esptcially trilc1 ro $c Soviet Union

nseLl, as a melni b*dd rcdu.lng intehalional rcnsi.ns and the likelihoo! ol var' Ercn attcr drc

dksolurion of dre S.vict Union in i9rl, pre\id.rial vhjts ro RLrsla mlghr likely odu.c.roE signiticanr

nllics, eiven rhat courtyk sizcablc .Nlear arsedal. snnilxfl!. !nils to more ecoro'ni.dlly dcrclotcd

fhe Ettects at fteaty Si.tninss and Fateign hav.t an Pt$Lientat Awtaval 2E



nations such as those orwesrcn Eurcp€. Aunulia, New zelland, od Japdn miSht be pEsuiied b anncl

noF altennon fim rnvel lo le$ dclclop€n nalons. due lo lhe U S s eco'om. drd sccu'll t'es to (h'

Lonser aorcign trips and srots in sever.l narions durin8 lhe srlnc p.ndl oftrvclnight bemoe likclt ro

dnw rhe arcDion oi rhe Anericrn Nblic. Civen $c presunPlion tnar second rcm prerdenls !E morc

likely rocngaee in forcign lralel as a r.mcdy lo rheir 'lanrc du.k" sutus ar hone,lhe o'sidcnriallem in

whici lhe ;avcl rook place nriehr Fove sisniticdr' Finallr, thcrt is anple anNdotal od sone scholarlt

c!idence lhar, iof much ofrhe Period under corsidcrarion,lhe ele.romle tasled Rctlblicms rYrlh lorcign

poli.y mane^ nore so rid D€mcusi $e presidenfs l)any theerol. nriehl be d rip'nturt tador t'
wher;errallieslollowpresidemialvisirsabrodd(camines&Stnnsonl9sr;Erikson&Tedlnl99s)

As was rne c.se In lhc pr.\ious secrion, dlies ror each of these l16.vcna (RALLY2) Ncrc 
'alculaled 

bv

subt'acrirg rne in.unb;trt Prtsidents aPflo!al mlins in rhc calhp poll Imm.diarelv rollowing lhc loreisn

rravel iio; rhe approval Ernre in lhe poll imnrediatel, flcccdins Ihe tnv.l Tbe ned nllv 
'ficct 

and

nmdad deviarnr;s were rhen cal.utated tor |he entirc studv period. $en ror ea.h iDdividual pesidcnlal

adnnrnMtion. Not surpisingly, salicRc dcs not aPFar ro have hccn a probGnr; crch incidence !f
roreign Ocsidenr,al rrdlci was Rponed on $c lronl pdge oldelN v,rk 7it.r, $rssening ratthepublic

vd;*de ol{trh aclivncs. Finall!,lhe tullowing infomalion about each vsir}vas noted: fte dcnination

ol fie toeisn tavcl (wherher lnc tip included wcsem devel.pcd nation\' le$ dcvelop€d naliots, or
,.',r,..; ' ), .le 'd:". o .lr r.<'3' rip r JJr ' o'' rn d Drnq ol

R.nuo. a,'.h(f' rdcn "" frs r'r' 'o' P' i'

Alnon selent] ptn.nr.lthe roEign tips lasled six of fcwerrlavs. RhilclNI over rMlvc percenr hned

rei or mdc days. Wilh thc adve.r ol in oved means oftdsponrroDi drc durario' oiirrcsidcntialrruvel
has seefrinel! dccreased; lh. nv. pEside.lial tips lasting l7 dals or longer allbok pla(e nr1hc l9'$s and

l9ios. whilr more Ecenr adminisr.aion! havc undenaken siSnificMrlv shorer travels Tworhirds or

frcsidenlial tavcl has in!olved Itils lojusl one or two nalio.s, whilc.iLNt r.'1!cr'cnt involved tlve or nore

Thc resulB of rhcsc iatislicll daltscs are pesenrcd in Tablc 2. As indicared, on average lhere at no

appEciable nllics assdiared wi$ loreisn rxvcli rne averag€ irrrcde in lDpularilv of0 0l tnll'wirg $rch

;vel is in\igniicor ciren lnar $c Gallup OrgMizalion dcs nor prcres to ncasDre p'esile'rial appror'l

wnh n(h aa.dmy. Sim,larly, drcre des not app€a' lo bc dv appeiabl' difietence rn rhc nlhes

asocialed widr for;iE.lravel bi Republicd dd Denrmrari. Frtsiden$;t l.is indicaled! Lvaluc of l20
and a rwo ta'lcd signilicance levclof().2l:1, nldicarinC $at the n0ll hvporhesis $at rhe'e is no signitlcar
difi.Ence in thesc icores cannotbc rjecred. \4ftilc rcdiffe'en..sbcrweenBllvsizcsforfi^rrdsccond
tcmr presidems amcats sisnilicDr I r;ns indicarcd a lvalue of 1 38 and a rwo tailcd sisnificdce lcvcl of
0.1?0. asain indi;rins lhar rhe null hyporhesn cdrnot be rejectcd who ren\ido.d bv adninistdlidr. tne

avcmse;llies Lr lnc mo$ Dan de mimt a.d widrin dc maryin oicrror of the Calldp Poll, while th' hrSh

mlLie;ds@iatcd wi$ rhe io.sclclt and Ttuns presidencies arc lcss signih.rn iir lighr or lhe lacr rhar

cach 
'epresenLs 

onlY a sngle.dsc

Rllh Dltects Follo*ine t'r€sid€ntial l mrel. 1938-199?
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Travel Chatuct€.istics Mean V.lid N Slandard Min. Max.
R lly EfiNl Deriatio.

All Trdlel 0.01 146 4.2t -l I 14

Demft.atic ltcsidenls 0.5 | 59 4.t5 I I 12

Republican ltesidents 0.36 37 1.37 .8 14

lirst lcrm 4.27 Llo 4.i2 -11 l.l
SecondTe.n 0.36 :16 l.4l -8 12

lr.nkli. D. R@$vcll 3.C() I 3 l
HrrrysTrunDn l2.CO I ' )2 17

Dsighl Eisenhower 1M 16 5.33 3 12

John l- Ke.ncdj 1.63 lr 2 50 5 2
Ly.don B. Joh.son 1.00 l0 4.35 I | 5

Richr.d M. Nixo. 0.71 15 2.11 '2 6
G€mldRford .2.29 7 6.63 1 12

JiDnt Carler 1.92 12 4 3l l0 3

Ronald R$gan 033 24 2.j3 4 6
GeorAeRush 0.16 25 5.ll -l l.l
Bill Clinlon 0.04 2J 121 -l J

Trblc 3 includcs rallics asmidcd $idr ccuh .rtgories ol lor€1an |ieside ial tavel As induled. no
iignili.ur difierences are rpparnr nr rallies assdiated lvirh visils lo conmunisl nalio., le$-developed
mtnrns. d.vekJFd nati..s, or r.llje Sovier U.io., ussi{ allrallies are sithin lne margins ofenor ofthe
Crllut polls aM t tesls nrdicare dal $e nu]l h]potheses crnnot bereje.led in lhese cases. Visits ro two or
moe coundes dunna a pe.iod or roEien lwel resuh. on average, in rallies of les $an halla p.remagc
Fitn, *hilc foreigr vlrits ro just one foreign .ation dre nedio value 

'esult 
in a slight decrease in

prnulanry on aveegq ho*e!er, r tests indicited no sienificanr dilference in the means (r.!alue : I 19,
pi.233)

Rallv Efiecrs Fouosins Selected Tves of P.esidenlial Travel.1938-199?

fh," Eftsb ot rta, Sisnhss and Farcisn havet an Prcsidenilat Aworat l0

75

tL l2

,lt 12

All N'onconmunisl D€relopod Mlions
All Less-Develop.d Nalions
USSR

No- of (lountriN visftcd = I

0. t5
0.50

12



Howe\er, rallies asmiatd with longcr prsidential lrips do appea' lo ditacr siSnifi.mtlr fion tho!. ol
shoncr dumio.,.llhoueh thc valrcs in quesrion an slill well wirhin Gallups narAm ofdmt hesidenhal

t6v.llaning fourdays ormorc thenredidr ealuc - re$rlled in av.ngcrallies olalno{rh.c quanes ol r
percenrage Finr, while rnps ol lewcr do four dai_s rc lted. o. avengc, in decreases or almon onc

iErenlage poi.l;I rcrs indicatal a t valdc ol2 2l and r 1*. rail.d sienrlicaD.c lclcl or0023 indicnlng

6d rnc nuu hrpolhest that dcre i nodiifcr.nce in the vaiucs ma! b. r.Fcled.

Thcse findings, Urg.l! consistenr lyidi dr.s. ol Darc) aM Ri.hmd (1933) and simon and Oslrot' (1939)

suggc{ lhal $e possibihi.s lor a pEsident ro bolslethis publi. amFval throu:h aorcign talel m frnlv
limiled. rr vnlually e\er] cncunNrm.e, presidenrial !nv.l producei $arisricall] insigiili.rm .ttact on

tublic approral ot rhe tFidcnl.

'Io tunher erplor Nd identiq lhe i,.roh influenc,de di..hdrSes in presidcndal apprcvrl rollo*nrg hxr)
signing: md forersn rrarel, !cgrcssion dalys.\ atreponed 1n rlis sccrion emplovnrg icdauidenffidlln

A. Tralysignings

As indi.atd previously, th$ is sonre eviden.c ro nrgeesr ddr fic prblic nighr tu\Fnd favora!\' ro

PresideD( lollowlne the s'gring ol cenain tyF_s of inremrhoml mati.s ind asreemtDt lo tunher

explore ard idcntiry the racrors iDJlucncine rhe.hdrecs in presidcnrial apfroval follo*ine lcarv and

aC'eetoerl signnres. 
'egressiod 

dalyscs were lErtntmcd usi.g lhe comtiLarion of majo marics ro qh'ch

the uniled sbrcs Bas a panybet*enAFnl 19.19 andldrdary 1991.

As previous anal)scs havc identified dr. imponance ol the iDvolvcnrent ollh. Soeicr Union or rheRusid
Rerublic, pnminent posnioniirg in the,V€,f v.rt l/i|,.r' and die narur. of the €reemcnr nscll lhese |(1o^
dr in.lud;d l. the .naltscs. The vari,blc NYICOV is enll.)td as d nrdLcaror.l $e salienc€ ot a

pdi.ular realy or agr..ntnt among rhe g.ncd public,lalnrg a ralrc of 2 ifrhe evcnt wns teponed ar lhe

iop or pagc one wi.h a heldlnrc one o' nor€ .oldnrns wide rid I ralu. or I o! the .!.nr $as reponed

aic*hirj o. paee onc. Thc vanrbles relaring ro ihe involv.mcnt or lhe S.vicr Union o' ihe Rurld
Repblic (sovlE! a.d shcrner or not ln€ xgr.cDenl i. que{nrn ws a ltar nCi.cmdn (PEACEAC)

securn! aerteme.! (SEC/\C), or an agGelnctr rcsolvin8 a hilira'izcd conflic! in shi.h drc Unled Stacs

Ras a Fnicipa.l GNDWAR) were all treatcd as dicholonous vaiables, hkr.g I valuc of I ifrhe relevant

qualirics drd cbancten\r1cs scrc presenta 0 olncNjse

F,mll!, as nored pre!iou!ly (Ed$ards a.d Crllup 1990), the elle.s oiralLies on presid.nnal populant} are

litely 1o bc in!erely rehred r. ric i.cunbenls flcvaiLing popularily lcvds pnor ro t cvcnri telali!elv
podhr Prcsidcnrs do.or hav. dc same opponunitics fot lnrp(ventnt s do unpoNld Ptsid.ns, *hile
urtdrular PRsideds d. ror have as fu b frll Llased on drn asumprion, a conb.l !1lhbk fo' pior
amr.vxl lcveh (PRIORPoP) sas intrqluced. hkiDg a lalue equd b drc P'esident\ dtfl.val LeveLpnor to

lhe tear) signing in queni.n.

The toll.wing equalion cdr no$bcei'mrted:

RALLY = P0 F'.SOVIFjI'+ Fr. NYICOV + Fr. PE,\CEAG
+ Fr. sltCAC + F5. END*AR + 8.. PRr()RPOP

shcrcRALLYequxk ficP'esidenas tublicnpProlal raliDg aitd ii. realv or rgrc.D.nr signing subtdcr'd
lbm his approval i.g ptio'ro lhe srgning sOvlET nuLcarrs iic involvemerl or noniDvolvement ol rhs

sovici union or l]). Russia. Republici NYICOV indicdt.s whdhet rhe €lenr lvas rccorded r. a 
'najir

hedlin. or ehe*here on r,rc ftonr prSe oi rhe N6- yrrlTi,,.i PEACEAC md(a{.s {hcrhet ornot tbe

Ihe €necb .t heaty Signinss znd FDteign Itact an P,*Lt*tiai Apptavat 3l



evenl invohed a p€ace rearli SECAG nrdi.arcs whc$cr or n.t thc .vcnt inlolv.d a s.curity or delense

4r..mcnri ENDWAR indicates \herher or nor rhe agreene.l concluded dr anned conflicr in *hich di.
Unircd srars was a.ombahni and PRIORPOP rs rhe hesidenrs approlll raring nr $e la$ Callup lroll
pnor ro lhe realy or agr..m.nr siCnnrg.

Thc rcsuhs ol.srinatin! lhe cclliciedls lor equarion on! ar trcscnrcd in colunnr on. of Tablc,l
Unronunalely, th.rc Orlininary nndings indicate $al equarion o.e dcs.ot accounl for the obse^ed
vdiations in pubhc approlrl pan(ularly *.ll;ahh.ueh all.lrhc va abl.s cxccfl f.r NYTCOV have ric
ext:.rcd sign, only ENDwAR is slaxjic.lly sig.ilicanr, Lrh,le rhe adjuned R' is a disapponnirg 0.0?9.
A8ain, lhe l,ndngs for NYTCOV ar.ount.rintuililc, suSgesring thnr while treaties in g.neral resull ,n
nnallrallies for the ch,el ere.uxve. relly signiDgs $ar are F'oniD.n!! fcaturd or $c aronr l[ec ol$.
N.! l,fl:;ri,,.r rcnd ro cou.rer srch effects by depressingralliesbyJnore drd dper.etrldge poinr.

Rcsre$ion C@fi cicnF. f rcaries

I re6

9 'DL

p rrl

g tir 7!!

I. rn rlleiipl r) inpf.vc $c pr.dlcrive .flicacy !1 equrftn ori.. r{o n.!v variables were i.troduced. To
ac.ount lor rhe pos\rbilir! tb{ rhc Anrenc.n eieclorare JnLght,crtnrd inorc lavonbl} to muhilale'al o!er
bllar.nl trert] sigririgs, rhc va abl. Mlll-TILAT war Lnrdl!..d, raking on a laluc oi I in lbe case ol
hihrcral aereenren!s and 2lof m!hilatcral ngreemenls, tho!e nrvolviDg drc U.ndl SIarcs aod rwo or.ro'e
olnd couDries. In addilion, $. vafiablc SIGNED was intrcluced ro dtcxsu'c rhc torcntixl ImFcr on
puhli. nwnrtness or lhe Pre\rdenl. a: otposcd ro anoder &lm,n$hlnD oticial, Nsonally silning rhc

rr.ar! or agrcnre.r in qoei,on, n di.lr.ronols lariable, SICNED adopl\ I vlluc ot | !vh.n tn. rlcvant
treary or rgrc.Dlcnr is F.rsonrlly s:3ied hy rh. Prcsidcnt.0 o$eslse. \\ftib $ere nra! bc s.nic..rc.fll
rhrr SIGNED and NYTCOV freasut mu.h $c samc ph..omenon, aid *hilc.di. rwo ar. siSnillcml!
poslilel, ..n.ll.d (p:0 002). regressi.g SICNED on NYICOV pr&luces an R-oi 0 133,1ndi.a!.9 rhar

lie t$o vrnllhles dr. n.t.ollnrcar.

The Efitts ot rtuty st?ninqs antl Fqeisn Iavet an Presidentat Apgohl l2
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wilh thc addilion olthese van.bLs. e{lualioD t*o nay nos be eslrnaled:

RALLY = F0,F,. SOVIET'+ 9,. Nl-TCOv+ Fr r PEACIA(i
+ Fr . seCIG + B< . ENDWAR + F6 . PRAPPL
+ 8r.I{I[,T]LAT + Fr. SI(;NED

Thc NU16 of ciinatine the cftl,cie.b ol.quation No are reponed i. colun. lwootTablc4. As

indicaled, equatron lso is onl, nightl! more successlul in &counring for variarions in presidenrial

appro\aL, \ri$ an adjusredRr of0.l2s. sovlET. ENDWAR. sEcAG, Md MULTILT\Tar. all significnnr
d u$nably.los., and all vanables hrve d. cxt cted slen, e:cepl lnr SICNED drd NYfcov
Disappointrgly, PRIORPOP rcmanN iNlgnilicanl. sugge{nig $ar l)|ior amroval mi.gs Play no (le itr

rhe populanrt in.reases nrurirbenls mighr.xpect fromnllie! id esNn.€ r.tcari.si rn h counter ro l-i..
Md oneal's 1199:l) and Baker a.d Onrals (2001) findinss lha! rdlly ellecrs rcllrcd h !rcsidcotirl uses or
lorcc xr. invcreLy Flated ro pnor populdrr lc!.h.

The!e tiiditrg\ odi.ar. diar c.nain.ontexxral lrtcrds xrc lik.1t to rcvcsc $is eilect and increr!e rhc !2.
ofanl 

'allies. 
Fo'era.rple. ila Pr.sidcnt {ith a public approval l.!.1oi56 $rcnr ri. alerage rppro!rl

lcvcl lor lhc Foiod n.de' stud! lvere ro ttrs.nally sien a lreatr ending a war nr *hich ln. Un(cd star.s
had bcn a conrbata.l. srch as lhe Prnniunjom xmisri.e ol l95l or de Paris |ret€ a.c.rds.l 1971, he

mighr.xtf,.r r. $. his ppnlanty rise by Jult over fivc Frccnr. Similatll', xn rereene.l wnh dr so cr

Uin$ .r r][ Russidr RcNbli. orighl be erpecred lo hoo( !.Nlxnty by about $x perce.tase Portr\ a

rnuhilarcnl agr.cmcnt by alnron fiLe percenldgc l[nns. a secu'ir| agreenrenl by rhrce rnd a hall

Frce rge poin(, dd x p.a.c aSrcenrnr bt o.e and a hall F_t.nragc poin6. once again, ho'erdr.
pronineir fudLr ..\.ragc, ir drc iom ot fiont page lar 1.,/t 7i'.r .ovcragc x.d bt a pEsideilial
signiig ol the ear! in q!c$ion, scens inexplicl|bly to d.t[* dc Dlly cficct toSether b] aimon l*o
percenkge poinrs,n eider i.(drcc.

Finalll,, gi!e. (hesrro.e values a\kriarcd sith sOvIET, SECAG. jTIULTILAT, T PSTWAR rn equahon

Nro, a linalregression !n!lysis *xjutr usiDe onlyrhese vanables. yieldingcquarnr dnc:

P.aLLY =F.,F'.SOVIET+ F:.SECAG+ Pr. D\DWAR
+ Ba . NI(JL IILA T' + F . NYTCOV

Thc resulrs assdiared with equdlon thrcc ar. fou.d in Ihe drd colu.tr of Trblc 1, md represenr a

..Dsidcnblc iorprovenrent over equatidx onc dd rso Nor o.ly are rll of the sigDs in ln. cxfccrcd
dir.rion, b!r allaE reasonably sig.ilicdtr, dd $c ad u{cd lt'ls 0.1t5. These resulls d!diD sueg.n bnt
rhc ronrcnr and .ir.umsta.ces ol rear, siennres ma! counle' rhe general t€ndency oi su.h cvcnc ro

d+r.s tr\idcnial approlal. ln fact. tr.iidcntial adminktaiions nriehl elicit rallir5 of dolnd tivc

lE_r..nhgc Fnrs lor trcatles wlth the S!v1.1 LDi.n or lhc Ru$ian Reprblic, foLtr p€(edhg. t.inb Lr
i..uriry alrccm.nt, fourlo file |re(€nug. Irins lor DNLtilareral igreenrenls. dd eighr t.itcnrag. Nins

'.li' " 1r i " i ' l. U, 
'cd 

(r.,- \"..' Dr .. 
'p.'

2. lorcig. fravel

To funher erfl.tr. ard id.ndf_ the fa.lors influen.ng thc.hdgcs iD pr.sidcntial approlal loll,)wLng
loreigr txv€I, togfcsion analys.s are reponed il rh( sc.(nrn urnrg $c fot.ign ravelrlala nleoril,ed o drc

previous section. Asn i.atd nr dc prevlous seclion. E!*ards with Grllup (1990) notc$nt theefrecls or
rillles o. presidennal populrily dc 1ik.ly to b. inve^el! relared ro de ln.unrbcnas ttraailing public

approval lerels pnor ro th. .v.nr udcr consideration. Based o. rhis a\sumtrnrn. a .onrol vanrble lor

Ihe Efl,ts at fteaty sisninss and Fbteign rtavet an Ptest')qtiat Apprcvat ll



pior apoolrl lcvck (PRloRPon h nnroduccd, ukiig a value equal ro $e Presidenfs dttroval levcl
pnor to the loreign rovel, Jnealured a a whole nuneral ratherihd as a per.enraee.l

Oll)d vaiablcs x$ditucd wnh loEign travcl *crc nr.luddl in dE nrnial r.gr.sion drlyscs as w.ll.
Vanables lion |he p1t!n]us sc.rnrn includ. NOCOUNT(lhe numb€r ofcoundes v\iled during rh. hvel
in quenion), CONIII ('herher i conn.unN counrry was visiled, o:no. l:,€t. DEVELOP (Lrhelher a

dcv.lot d counrry sas vislted.o=no, l=)€t. UNDEV (whcihc' a lcs dcvcloFd country yns lisilen.
o:io, l=]rt, USSR (*hclhd ln.sovi.r Union/Russia *rs !isired.o=no, 1:ret, PARTY (he pesidetrls
panr, 0:Den6ral, l:Republican), TERNI (lhe pesidentinl r.nr in Bhi.h thc travel took place. o=fisr
rcan,l-se.nd tcm),od DURATION the leneth in datsof r.torignrav.l).

The rolloL ngequaridi can.o* be eslnuled:

RALI-Y2 - Fi,Fr. NOCOINI+ F:. COMM + 8.. DEVELOP 4
+ Br. LNDEV + p.. PARTY + Fi. IERM + fu . DUI{A|ION

*here RALLY2 cquah dc Pr.sidcnrs Nblic amFval rrlog aiier rft terly of aerccm.nl signing
nibracted from his rppro\al rati.g prior to lhe signine; NOCOUNT indic.tes the nunber ol counlnes
visiredi Colvlltl i.{hcates *herher a conDunisl cou.rry rvns rlsired: DEVELOP ,odi.ales wherher a

dcvclot d country qas \islt.d: UNDEV indi.ates yhethd a lcss dcvclot d connrrl \ras lnited: TERM
indic,Ls sh.$cr dr.l)$idcnt in qucnion was nr In tui.r s..ond r.ni PARTY indi.atcs wh.$cr tic
tr.\idcnr qa: a Dcm{rar or a Republicani od DURATIoN indi.arcs $. numb.r the lcng$ of$e ioreien

The resulls ol esrinrdling lnc .mti.icnc lor cquarior tour !! trcs.m.d in ..lumr onc ol Tabl. 5.

Equarion lour dcs nor appear ro accouit pntulany Rell lor rhe obsened varilrionr nr puhl'! xtprovJ
asNiared wirh lorelln tr.!el, rilthouah all ol lhe vanables e\.epr for COIVM have de erFcled sian.
Surprisinely, !nih ro comnn'nii narons in aenenl appear Io atfecl presiden!i!l populanty negatively
lhiLc tavcl ro $e Soviet Union/Russia itsell dcs nol, suagesting rhd the pubiic *e,gh $ese t*o
car.gories difierendt. Perhaps !isits lo the Soviet Union/Russia are seen by the public a\ a nteais to*ard
rdtrciDe inrdnarlonal r.nsions and lhe likelihooi ol war with a fomr rble adve^arr. con$deBlions thar
w.r. icsdoDrindnin visih ro mi.or communin naions such as Pola.d orYugosla!ir.

Rcercssion Cmfiicienls: I.or€isn T.av€l

g 1r,
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Only DEVELOP is ltaristically significanl in equatio. .nc, 3l$ongh UNDEV and DURATION conc
close. while rhe adiusFd Rr n a disappoinline 0.032. Sulprisinelt, NOCOLJNT G neider stong nor

surisrically sisni,lcdt, susgesting rhat whilc de duEtion or! t€sidcntial tiP nay play a role in de size
ol ot re$rllanr rallrs, Lhe numbcr of nations risired dcs nol Thc failure of TERM dd PARTY to

dcmonrnre sisnifica.ce is lho suflkine, Siven m{dol' assunltions about Republican foEign policy
cxpcrlisc and lhe propensity of second rcrn presidens lo bolster dren pDblic approval lhrough roEign
tavel. In equation five, TERM, PARTY, and NOCOUNT dc rcnoled, Esuhing in the lollo*1rg

RALLY2 = 8.. 8, . COMM + g: . DEVELOP + pr . UNDEV
+ Fa . USSR + E. . PRIORPOP + Fi . DURATION

Eqtration l,ve p€rfoms only marginally better rhu equarion lonr (Table j), aldoueh DEVELoP dd
DURATION a'e now srarisricallt significant, and COMM dd UNDEV ate nearly so. with |ne ex.cplon
oncc aeain of COMM, the vdrblcs all hale $e expected sigll. PRIoRPOP Fnains insignil,cdr,
suSeesting thar pnor apProval 

'adres 
play no role i. de lonuldny incrases incunbents nishl ext€.t

fron nllics in Fsponse io roreign ralcl; oncc again,lhis is counbr to Litn drd (hcals (1993) and Baker
''Jr)la. -LO lud'B.br 'l)elr' r'l,r.d op-'de'!.1' -of..dc I cr.l reLre! o

p'o'n. 'ri.rlFF. ne Jr'elR ' cqud on:\eFn ".l-toortrPy^v d0088
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Insluarionsix. PRIORPOP and USSR re removed, yieunrg$e lollowing equ!t1o.

RALLY2 = Pu,Bj. COIl,v + Fr. DEVELOP + Er. IINDE!
+ $r.DUR TION

The resuh ofequarion six (Trhl.5) r.ilccr r marked iniprole'.enr ov.requauons four ud five, aldough
$e adjused Rr renains low. However. each otthe remaining vxnables has $e expecred sign and each is
i ndcally si8nificot or Fasonabll close. These rcsDlts suggc$ that lhc.ontcxr ol foFien prcsidcmial
lmvel dfts ndeed atlecr *helher uv r!llies *ill dppelr as a esulr ofsu.h acliviries, but'har $e eflecr of
such tnvel on presidenrial approul are minimal. For exaDple, a president Bould hale Io undenake a

rscmydatlkn to onc or nroF less dcvelop€d coumrics iI odcr ro rcalizc m incrasc in public apprcval ol
lour pdcemdgc toids. barel! mor d[n |nc mafgin oferor ir x Callut loll

Sun ary aialyses ol l]). hary rnd hlrldrh iolnd orly he rnon nrinor ofralli.s Ns@irtd with s!.h
adivirie!- lverngiug jun ov.' or. If, ..nr to tr ar, sieDiDgs dd vnruill! zero tir tordgn oavel Ccnain
nanowly defined subcalegones. srch as trealies concluding U.S. MB. hulliple lrerly si:.ings belseen

lolh, rnd Facc agr.cn.ns w.rc lound to yieLd inrprcsivc rallies on nvcngc. Regresion analrses
nrdi.arcd ihat nr nceoriarine and sienine treaties qid loreign power, PEsidens nright expect boosN in
popularir, olllnbn ivc F_r..nt tu multilrtml lcarics, dn.c Dd a hall F)rcnr lor s..u y aCk_ncns,
and si\ percedl lor ttud!.r viln drd Soviet Unior. *hile dgrdrnd s cndiDe rvds fciukcd in nllics.lniorc
da. eighr per.eDug. tolns onav.ragc.

Such findings present nired evidence for rhe conveduonal *isdom lnd dcrndtuci.s lavor t a..lirl
djplomac! over nil,tary options i. de ooiduct ol loreign pllicy. sugeenrng drdr Pr.side.rs !rar dtr nrtr ro
saicguad $c national i.Fen throo8h ams control negolialions, Face lgeen€rrs. or econom,c sunnirs
may expe.r srbstanrlal ntrges ,o pubhc approlrl ,n response to rheir etloil!, albeir orly under cenanr
condirioDs. whilc the Anrencan electorare dcs nor seenr ro be oven, ,mpressed bl foe,gn rravel on lhe

lan .l drc frcsidcnr, $cy do appear respo.slve ro high prcfile mulrilaleral or sup€rlo*€r trealies,
suggcnnie, as Jcndeson (1992) found, an abiliry on rhe pan of $e rublic to d,ninguish berween truly
'major" r.atics nnd $ose oflesser imponan.e. Clearly then, ifltluellers rheones are ro refrain cred:ble,
m.r. f.scarh is nc.csary b lunher ideniB, shar irpes or spsific pEsdential actiri'ies and policy
dccisioos an no! conducive lo the app€arance olnll,es.

Obviounr. tr.iidcnrial ap oval d*s nor cxhr in a vacuum. and j'trl as i.lemalionrl eve.s nrar irfecr
poruhrny, so may dom.slc fa.tos sr.h as $e strte ol lhe dohenic eco.ony or preldenlial
n[ugunr'on\. N.!cnhcl.ss, d.spiic d. .!id.n.e thnl foreign polic], achviries do .ot roulinel, lead lo
inc'e!ses in presid€mial nqruld n!, drc bclicldrar dcy do contlnues ro donrin.te rhe conlenrional wisdonr.
lunhem.'e. m&tbcli.v. as scll $ar PFsiden6 mxy be temptal to \ho* 1he flag"abtuad as a freos ol
influencrg nnpendiDe cl..rions. b.l:tcrnre hhcrine popn antt ratings, or dnening p0bl,c nlre.lion lrom
{lomestic Foblens. Thc fi.r drar drc Amcfi.an publi. dcs nor rppear Io 

'eflerivel} 
respond laloftblt lo

such acrildiesnrd) sugec! lhar r lics nr rcsponsc ro intemaional actions on lhe paa olthe Presdenr nay
be rMbured d.urily 10 a:oh.r drd rarionalasscsnrcnt olrhe nation i snle8ic Md polirical inlerens o.
the pan ol$e public, (der lhan b blnd Caui.lismand spi,,.
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